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Chapter 6
County Participation Rates 

OUNTY PARTICIPATION RATES help describe the level of service provided by the 
public higher education system to each county in the state. 

The county participation rate is the number of persons enrolled in a public college or university 
per 100 persons in the county, age 17 and older.  (Note:  Use of a single participation rate for 
persons age 17 and over, rather than single year of age participation rates, is valid for present 
point in time comparisons.  Analysis involving projections, however, must use single year of age 
participation rates due to changes in the age composition of the population over time.) 

The two-year public institutions include 28 community and five technical colleges throughout the 
state. 

The four-year public institutions include the University of Washington and branch campuses, 
Washington State University and branch campuses, Central Washington University, Eastern 
Washington University, Western Washington University, and The Evergreen State College. 

The county of an enrolled student is taken from the permanent address as entered on the student’s 
original application form. 

Enrollment by county is taken from the official state funded enrollment reported to the Office of 
Financial Management.  The participation rates are based on the actual fall 2000 enrollment for 
two-year colleges and four-year schools.  The enrollment for two-year colleges includes Timber 
Worker Displacement Program and Workforce Training (WFT) Program, and Private Career 
College enrollments. 

The formula for the county participation rate calculation is as follows: 

Tables 6-1 to 6-6 show participation rates by county in descending order with an average 
Washington participation rate at the bottom for each category.  Figures 6-1 and 6-2 show the 
location of public higher education institutions in each county with county participation rates.
Counties in shaded areas have a participation rate higher than the state average. In this chapter, 
the Lower Division includes students categorized as freshman, sophomore, and other (non-
matriculated).  The Upper Division includes students categorized as junior, senior, and 
unclassified 5 (Post-Baccalaureate).  The Graduate and Professional Division include students 
categorized as Graduate and Professional.  The Upper Division and Beyond includes the Upper 
and Graduate and Professional Divisions. 

C

Fall Headcount Enrollment by County
Age 17+ Population by County X    100 
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Table 6-1 
Participation Rates of Public Two-Year Community and Technical Colleges by County

For Students Applying from Within the State, Fall 2000
 17+ Washington Fall 2000 Enrollment 

 County Population 2000 Two-Year Total Participation Rate Rank 
Ferry 5,448 364 6.68 1 
Walla Walla 42,594 2,518 5.91 2 

*Lewis 51,506 2,771 5.38 3 
*Whatcom 129,356 6,806 5.26 4 
Franklin 33,172 1,719 5.18 5 
Columbia 3,150 161 5.11 6 

*Grays Harbor 50,972 2,387 4.68 7 
*Cowlitz 69,408 3,223 4.64 8 
Spokane 317,017 13,679 4.31 9 

*Clallam 51,255 2,094 4.09 10 
Garfield 1,816 74 4.07 11 

*Snohomish 448,524 18,136 4.04 12 
Benton 102,453 4,142 4.04 13 

*Skagit 77,482 3,049 3.94 14 
*Pierce 520,806 20,261 3.89 15 
*King 1,368,040 52,929 3.87 16 
*Thurston 158,009 6,060 3.84 17 
Pend Oreille 8,824 306 3.48 18 

*Island 54,262 1,862 3.43 19 
Douglas 23,520 804 3.42 20 
Grant 52,068 1,771 3.40 21 
Adams 11,113 372 3.35 22 

*San Juan 11,527 382 3.31 23 
Chelan 49,018 1,598 3.26 24 

*Clark 251,228 8,008 3.22 25 
Yakima 155,550 4,756 3.06 26 

*Kitsap 173,339 5,172 2.98 27 
*Jefferson 21,119 608 2.88 28 
Asotin 15,615 443 2.84 29 

*Mason 38,491 1,077 2.80 30 
Okanogan 29,245 781 2.67 31 

*Pacific 16,769 430 2.56 32 
*Wahkiakum 2,981 71 2.38 33 
Lincoln 7,755 172 2.22 34 
Stevens 29,243 629 2.15 35 
Kittitas 27,151 368 1.36 36 

*Skamania 7,400 83 1.12 37 
Whitman 34,385 370 1.08 38 
Klickitat 14,263 151 1.06 39 

    
Washington Total 4,465,872 170,667 3.82  
Out of State U.S.  11,676   
Total 4,465,872 182,343   
     

*West of the Cascades 3,502,474 135,489 3.87  
East of the Cascades 903,398 35,178 3.65  
     

      Sources:  Population estimate from OFM. Enrollment from fall 2000 MIS (SR3104) and HEER (Table 8) reports. 
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Table 6-2 
Participation Rates of Public Four-Year Universities/Colleges by County 

For Students Applying from Within the State, Fall 2000
 17+ Washington Fall 2000 Enrollments 

 County Population, 2000 Four-Year Total Participation Rate Rank 
Kittitas 27,151 1,067 3.93 1 
Whitman 34,385 1,242 3.61 2 
Lincoln 7,755 208 2.68 3 
Benton 102,453 2,715 2.65 4 
Spokane 317,017 7,207 2.27 5 

*Thurston 158,009 3,353 2.12 6 
*Whatcom 129,356 2,659 2.06 7 
Adams 11,113 228 2.05 8 
Columbia 3,150 61 1.94 9 
Garfield 1,816 35 1.93 10 

*King 1,368,040 25,955 1.90 11 
Chelan 49,018 895 1.83 12 
Stevens 29,243 533 1.82 13 
Grant 52,068 902 1.73 14 
Pend Oreille 8,824 151 1.71 15 
Franklin 33,172 523 1.58 16 
Yakima 155,550 2,361 1.52 17 
Douglas 23,520 351 1.49 18 

*Kitsap 173,339 2,259 1.46 19 
Okanogan 29,245 426 1.46 20 
Ferry 5,448 79 1.45 21 

*Skagit 77,482 1,111 1.43 22 
Asotin 15,615 222 1.42 23 

*Clallam 51,255 707 1.38 24 
*Snohomish 448,524 6,176 1.38 25 
Walla Walla 42,594 585 1.37 26 

*Pierce 520,806 6,997 1.34 27 
*San Juan 11,527 151 1.31 28 
*Clark 251,228 3,243 1.29 29 
*Grays Harbor 50,972 657 1.29 30 
*Lewis 51,506 659 1.28 31 
*Cowlitz 69,408 878 1.26 32 
Klickitat 14,263 174 1.22 33 

*Island 54,262 620 1.14 34 
*Jefferson 21,119 239 1.13 35 
*Mason 38,491 372 0.97 36 
*Pacific 16,769 159 0.95 37 
*Skamania 7,400 66 0.89 38 
*Wahkiakum 2,981 26 0.87 39 

    
Washington Total 4,465,872 76,522 1.71  
Out of State U.S.  15,574   
Total 4,465,872 92,096   
     

*West of the Cascades 3,502,474 56,557 1.61  
East of the Cascades 963,398 19,965 2.07  

      Sources:  Population estimates from OFM.  Enrollment from fall 2000 MIS (SR3104) and HEER (Table 8) reports. 
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Table 6-3 
Public Four-Year Universities/Colleges – Participation Rates by County 

Lower Division, Fall 2000 
 17+ Washington Fall 2000 Enrollments 

 County Population 2000 4-Year Lower Division Participation Rate Rank 
Kittitas 27,151 424 1.56 1 
Whitman 34,385 485 1.41 2 
Lincoln 7,755 102 1.32 3 
Columbia 3,150 32 1.02 4 
Adams 11,113 99 0.89 5 

*Thurston 158,009 1,373 0.87 6 
Pend Oreille 8,824 76 0.86 7 
Benton 102,453 856 0.84 8 
Stevens 29,243 221 0.76 9 
Spokane 317,017 2,376 0.75 10 
Garfield 1,816 13 0.72 11 

*San Juan 11,527 81 0.70 12 
Chelan 49,018 340 0.69 13 

*King 1,368,040 9,084 0.66 14 
Okanogan 29,245 185 0.63 15 
Grant 52,068 324 0.62 16 
Asotin 15,615 97 0.62 17 

*Whatcom 129,356 781 0.60 18 
*Snohomish 448,524 2,467 0.55 19 
*Kitsap 173,339 927 0.53 20 
Ferry 5,448 29 0.53 21 

*Skagit 77,482 409 0.53 22 
*Pierce 520,806 2,722 0.52 23 
Franklin 33,172 172 0.52 24 
Yakima 155,550 804 0.52 25 
Douglas 23,520 119 0.51 26 
Klickitat 14,263 70 0.49 27 

*Grays Harbor 50,972 245 0.48 28 
*Clark 251,228 1,185 0.47 29 
*Clallam 51,255 232 0.45 30 
*Mason 38,491 174 0.45 31 
*Lewis 51,506 232 0.45 32 
*Island 54,262 243 0.45 33 
*Jefferson 21,119 94 0.45 34 
Walla Walla 42,594 183 0.43 35 

*Cowlitz 69,408 298 0.43 36 
*Pacific 16,769 70 0.42 37 
*Wahkiakum 2,981 12 0.40 38 
*Skamania 7,400 25 0.34 39 

    
Washington Total 4,465,872 27,661 0.62  
Out of State U.S.  4,397   
Total 4,465,872 32,058   
     

*West of the Cascades 3,502,474 20,654 0.59  
East of the Cascades 963,398 7,007 0.73  

      Sources:  Population estimates from OFM.  Enrollment from fall 2000 MIS (SR3104) and HEER (Table 8) reports. 
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Table 6-4 
Public Four-Year Universities/Colleges – Participation Rates by County 

Upper Division, Fall 2000
 17+ Washington Fall 2000 Enrollments 

 County Population 2000  4-Yr Upper Division Participation Rate Rank 
Kittitas 27,151 525 1.93 1 
Whitman 34,385 527 1.53 2 
Benton 102,453 1,488 1.45 3 
Spokane 317,017 3,928 1.24 4 
Lincoln 7,755 93 1.20 5 

*Whatcom 129,356 1,547 1.20 6 
*Thurston 158,009 1,694 1.07 7 
Garfield 1,816 19 1.05 8 
Chelan 49,018 487 0.99 9 
Adams 11,113 108 0.97 10 
Grant 52,068 504 0.97 11 

*King 1,368,040 12,987 0.95 12 
Stevens 29,243 269 0.92 13 
Franklin 33,172 303 0.91 14 
Douglas 23,520 212 0.90 15 
Ferry 5,448 49 0.90 16 
Yakima 155,550 1,345 0.86 17 
Columbia 3,150 27 0.86 18 

*Clallam 51,255 415 0.81 19 
*Kitsap 173,339 1,384 0.80 20 
Walla Walla 42,594 334 0.78 21 

*Skagit 77,482 601 0.78 22 
*Lewis 51,506 392 0.76 23 
Pend Oreille 8,824 66 0.75 24 

*Grays Harbor 50,972 379 0.74 25 
Okanogan 29,245 213 0.73 26 

*Cowlitz 69,408 502 0.72 27 
*Pierce 520,806 3,764 0.72 28 
*Snohomish 448,524 3,232 0.72 29 
Klickitat 14,263 93 0.65 30 

*Clark 251,228 1,623 0.65 31 
Asotin 15,615 95 0.61 32 

*Island 54,262 329 0.61 33 
*Jefferson 21,119 124 0.59 34 
*Pacific 16,769 87 0.52 35 
*San Juan 11,527 59 0.51 36 
*Mason 38,491 180 0.47 37 
*Skamania 7,400 33 0.45 38 
*Wahkiakum 2,981 13 0.44 39 

    
Washington Total 4,465,872 40,030 0.90  
Out of State U.S.  4,609   
Total 4,465,872 44,639   
     

*West of the Cascades 3,502,474 29,345 0.84  
East of the Cascades 963,398 10,685 1.11  

      Sources:  Population estimates from OFM.  Enrollment from fall 2000 MIS (SR3104) and HEER (Table 8) reports. 
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Table 6-5 
Public Four-Year Universities/Colleges – Participation Rates by County 

Graduate and Professional Students, Fall 2000
 17+ Washington Fall 2000 Enrollments 

 County Population 2000  4-Yr G+P Division Participation Rate Rank 
Whitman 34,385 230 0.67 1 
Kittitas 27,151 118 0.43 2 
Benton 102,453 371 0.36 3 
Spokane 317,017 903 0.28 4 

*King 1,368,040 3,884 0.28 5 
*Whatcom 129,356 331 0.26 6 
Asotin 15,615 30 0.19 7 
Adams 11,113 21 0.19 8 

*Thurston 158,009 286 0.18 9 
*Clark 251,228 435 0.17 10 
Lincoln 7,755 13 0.17 11 
Garfield 1,816 3 0.17 12 
Walla Walla 42,594 68 0.16 13 
Stevens 29,243 43 0.15 14 
Franklin 33,172 48 0.14 15 
Grant 52,068 74 0.14 16 
Chelan 49,018 68 0.14 17 
Yakima 155,550 212 0.14 18 

*Skagit 77,482 101 0.13 19 
*Kitsap 173,339 218 0.13 20 
*Clallam 51,255 60 0.12 21 
*Cowlitz 69,408 78 0.11 22 
*Skamania 7,400 8 0.11 23 
*Snohomish 448,524 477 0.11 24 
Pend Oreille 8,824 9 0.10 25 

*Jefferson 21,119 21 0.10 26 
*Pierce 520,806 511 0.10 27 
Okanogan 29,245 28 0.10 28 

*San Juan 11,527 11 0.10 29 
*Island 54,262 48 0.09 30 
Douglas 23,520 20 0.09 31 
Klickitat 14,263 11 0.08 32 

*Lewis 51,506 35 0.07 33 
*Grays Harbor 50,972 33 0.06 34 
Columbia 3,150 2 0.06 35 

*Mason 38,491 18 0.05 36 
*Wahkiakum 2,981 1 0.03 37 
Ferry 5,448 1 0.02 38 

*Pacific 16,769 2 0.01 39 
    

Washington Total 4,465,872 8,831 0.20  
Out of State U.S.  6,568   
Total 4,465,872 15,399   
     

*West of the Cascades 3,502,474 6,558 0.19  
East of the Cascades 963,398 2,273 0.24  

      Sources:  Population estimates from OFM.  Enrollment from fall 2000 MIS (Sr3104) and HEER (Table 8) reports. 
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Table 6-6 
Public Four-Year Universities/Colleges – Participation Rates by County 

Upper Division and Beyond, Fall 2000
 17+ Washington Fall 2000 Enrollments 

 County Population 2000  4-Year Upper & Beyond Participation Rate Rank 
Kittitas 27,151 643 2.37 1 
Whitman 34,385 757 2.20 2 
Benton 102,453 1,859 1.81 3 
Spokane 317,017 4,831 1.52 4 

*Whatcom 129,356 1,878 1.45 5 
Lincoln 7,755 106 1.37 6 

*Thurston 158,009 1,980 1.25 7 
*King 1,368,040 16,871 1.23 8 
Garfield 1,816 22 1.21 9 
Adams 11,113 129 1.16 10 
Chelan 49,018 555 1.13 11 
Grant 52,068 578 1.11 12 
Stevens 29,243 312 1.07 13 
Franklin 33,172 351 1.06 14 
Yakima 155,550 1,557 1.00 15 
Douglas 23,520 232 0.99 16 
Walla Walla 42,594 402 0.94 17 

*Clallam 51,255 475 0.93 18 
*Kitsap 173,339 1,602 0.92 19 
Columbia 3,150 29 0.92 20 
Ferry 5,448 50 0.92 21 

*Skagit 77,482 702 0.91 22 
Pend Oreille 8,824 75 0.85 23 

*Cowlitz 69,408 580 0.84 24 
*Lewis 51,506 427 0.83 25 
*Snohomish 448,524 3,709 0.83 26 
Okanogan 29,245 241 0.82 27 

*Pierce 520,806 4,275 0.82 28 
*Clark 251,228 2,058 0.82 29 
*Grays Harbor 50,972 412 0.81 30 
Asotin 15,615 125 0.80 31 
Klickitat 14,263 104 0.73 32 

*Island 54,262 377 0.69 33 
*Jefferson 21,119 145 0.69 34 
*San Juan 11,527 70 0.61 35 
*Skamania 7,400 41 0.55 36 
*Pacific 16,769 89 0.53 37 
*Mason 38,491 198 0.51 38 
*Wahkiakum 2,981 14 0.47 39 

    
Washington Total 4,465,872 48,861 1.09  
Out of State U.S.  11,177   
Total 4,465,872 60,038   
     

*West of the Cascades 3,502,474 35,903 1.03  
East of the Cascades 963,398 12,958 1.35  

      Sources:  Population Estimates from OFM.  Enrollment From fall 2000 MIS (SR3104) and HEER (Table 8) reports. 
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